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Clinicopathological study on early diagnosis of dementia with Lewy bodies
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The aim of this study is to clarify a prodromal state of dementia with Lewy bodies
(DLB) and to lead to an early diagnosis and therapy of DLB. From the results of this study, it has been i
ndicated that the patients showing progression to DLB have prodromal symptoms such as RRM sleep behavior d
isorder, autonomic symptoms, olfactory dysfunction and depression before the onset of cognitive impairment
, and that glucose hyﬁometabolism in Brimary visual cortex on brain FDG-PET and decrease MIBG uptake on MI
BG cardiac scintigraphy are already observed in non-demented or mild cognitive impaiment patients with the
se prodromal symptoms. When patients with prodromal symptoms exhibit characteristic findings on these func
tional imagings, a preventive therapy should be given for the patients as a prodromal DLB.
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