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Induction of hormone-secreting cells from pituitary stem cells
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The pituitary development requires the control of proliferation and
differentiation of progenitors. Molecular mechanisms of adenohypophysis development are much better
understood, but little is known about mechanisms that regulate neurohypophysis development.

The aim of this study was to clarify the role of Hes genes, known as Notch effectors, in neurohypophysis
development. We have found that Hesl and Hes5 control not only maintenance of progenitor cells but also
pituicyte versus neuron fate specification during neurohypophysis development.
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