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There are hereditary photoreceptor degeneration diseases in human. While previous studies suggested a
connection between defects in vesicular transport and photoreceptor degeneration, the mechanism
behind this link remained elusive. In this study, we investigated the mechanism underlying
photoreceptor degeneration using zebrafish and identified BNipl as a factor that induces cell death in
response to vesicular transport defects. This finding uncovers a novel mechanism of photoreceptor
degeneration and may advance our understanding of pathological process of human genetic retinal
disease.
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