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Evaluation of the Japanese elite sport system: An international comparison
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The purpose of this research was to examine policy-related success drivers and maj
or weakness of the current elite sport system in Japan in order to improve elite athletes® climate and int
ernational sporting success. We achieved this purpose by participating in "SPLISS® which is an internation
al network of research cooperation that coordinates, develops and shares expertise in innovative, high-per
formance sport policy research in cooperation with policy makers, National Olympic Committees (NOCs), inte
rnational (sport) organisations, and researchers worldwide. Compared with other nations, the Japanese elit
e sport system showed the advantage in "training facility®, "(inter)national competition®, and "scientific

research”™, however research has revealed that there are certain weakness in "sport participation® and "ta
lent identification and development”®.
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Total Score (%)
(n=105)

1. Financial support - -

2. Organisation and structure of sport policies 65.5 €

Pillar Evaluation

3. Sport participation - -

4. Talent identification and development system 87.5 A
5(a). Athletic support 95.0 A
5(b). Post-career support 33.3
6. Training facilities 100.0 A
7. Coaching provision and coach development 87.5 A
8. (Inter)national competition 743 B
9. Scientific research 66.7 c
Criteria for evaluation Climate is very well maintained 84.1-100% A
Good level of maintenance 68.1-84.0% 8
Moderate level of maintenance 52.1-68.0% c
Limited maintenance 36.1-52.0% D
Little or no maintenance 20.0-36.0% 3
*PillarL and 3 are item in
Score (%) Score (%)
Pillar Elite a Evaluation Elite B Evaluation
(n=54) (n=51)
1. Financial support - - - -
2. Organisation and structure of sport policies 709 B 60.0 C
3. Sport participation - - -
4. Talent identification and development system 90.0 A 80.0 B
5(a). Athletic support 95.0 A 90.0 A
5(b). Post-career support 33.3 333
6. Training facilities 100.0 A 100.0 A
7. Coaching provision and coach development 87.5 A 875 A
8. (Inter)national competition 771 B 60.0 C
9. Scientific research 66.7 C 60.0 c
Criteria for evaluation Climate is 84.1-100% A
Good level of maintenance  68.1-84.0% B
Moderate level of maintenance ~ 52.1-68.0% c
Limited maintenance ~ 36.1-52.0% D
Little or no maintenance _ 20.0-36.0% E

*pillarl and 3 are unquestioned item i the elte sport climate survey

Total Score (%)

Pill
illar (n=62)

Evaluation

1. Financial support - -

2. Organisation and structure of sport policies 70.9 B

3. Sport participation -

4. Talent identification and development system 72.0 B
5(a). Athletic support 72.7 B
5(b). Post-career support 20.0
6. Training facilities 90.0 A
7. Coaching provision and coach development 50.0 D
8. (Inter)national competition 77.1 B
9. Scientific research 42.5 D
Criteria for evaluation Climate is very well maintained 84.1-100% A
Good level of maintenance 68.1-84.0% B
Moderate level of maintenance 52.1-68.0% [
Limited maintenance 36.1-52.0% D
Little or no maintenance 20.0-36.0% E
*Pillarl and 3 are itemin
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