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A comparative study of the difference between researchers® questions and laypersons®
guestions concerning the universe

Todayama, Kazuhisa
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Questions raised by lay persons in relation with the Universe were investigated to
clarify what they want to know and which aspects of the questions tend to embarrass experts trying to ans
wer them. The unexpected questions are based on everyday experiences or misunderstandings, and the questi
oners point our contradictions among the information through logical extraposition. The hard questions ar
e with less considerations on whether they are answerable by science. Some of them are neglecting how sci
ence is done or what does science target for, while the others are scientific but difficult to answer with
the current status of science. The results imply that embarrassing questions from lay persons are the im
portant opportunities to deepen the two-way science communication.
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