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Constructing a database of item types in English tests conducted at high schools in
Korea
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Midterm and final examination papers conducted for four English subjects (“English
" “English 1" "English 11" and "English Reading" at three high schools in Korea were collected and the typ
es of items contained in them were analyzed and categorized. The types of items turned out to be quite si
milar across schools but some differences were revealed across subjects, with more global-comprehension it
ems and fewer word-knowledge items 1in "English Reading” for third-year students than in the other subject
s. The Korean SAT English papers were also analyzed and it was revealed that all of the item types that ap
peared in the Korean SATs also appeared in the midterm and final examinations. The results are interprete
d to indicate strong backwash effect from the high-stakes statewide examinations to teacher-made classroom

tests.
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