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Behavioral study on aged females in free-ranging groups of Japanese macaques
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We observed females of various age classes in free-ranging groups of Japanese maca
ques. We found that some aged females aged around 25 years or more got dim with age; aged eyes or farsight
edness due to old age through observations of their grooming behaviors. The distance between eyes and fing
ers during grooming others for some aged females was much longer than that for younger females, indicating

that the former females have aged eye. This is the first finding of a?ed eye in monkey species.

There is a clear tendency that aged and lower-ranking females became less social than aged but higher-ran
king females. Such social withdrawal or decreasing social attractiveness seem to be related with dominance
rank and the number of female immmature offspring.
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