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Fucosylated fraction of alpha—fetoprotein is the product of «1-6 fucosyltransferase
(FUT8) and is an indicator of unfavorable prognosis in patients with hepatocellular
carcinoma. We have produced liver specific FUT8 conditional knockout mouse (FUT8x/1ox?
- AlbCre”” mouse) for investigation of physiological function of FUT8 gene in
hepatocarcinogenesis. A specific DNA fragment by cre—recombinase was seen in the liver
tissue from FUT8/1" - AThCre*” mouse. Real—time PCR analysis showed the FUT8 mRNA level
in liver tissue was knocked down. On the other hand, we found no significant decrease
of FUT8 activity in the liver tissue from FUT8!¥/1" - Alh Cre"” mouse. No significant
change in signal intensities of lectins associated with « 1-6 fucosylation was observed
in the liver tissue by sugar chain profiling analysis using lectin microchip.
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