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The immune responses in the MALT lymphoma following HP eradication.
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Gastric MALT lymphoma is frequently accompanied by chronic infection with Helicoba
cter pylori (HP) in the gastric mucosa. Although most of MALT lymphoma could be cured following the eradic
ation of HP, the mechanism has remained to be elucidated. HP protects itself from the surrounding immune s
ystem by suppressing the immune cells, making the persistence of the infection possible. On the other hand
, many malignancies create immune-suppressive microenvironments for the evasion from the immune system. We

focused on the similarities of these diseases. We evaluated the immune responses in the tumor following H
P eradication, and found the number of regulatory T cells, which are major immune-suppressive effector cel
Is, were decreased, which was correlated to the cure of the lymphoma. Our results suggest the amelioration

of the immune-suppressive microenvironment is the possible mechanism for the cure of MALT lymphoma follow
ing HP eradication.
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