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Knowledge and information translate into social power. Lack of knowledge can
result in exclusion from social resources, thus leading to a lack of social power and eventually
undermining democracy. Some findings have indicated that the Internet is reproducing the existing
patterns of political communication, further increasing the gap between social classes. We focus on the
effect of the use of Internet on the knowledge gap between socioeconomic levels.

This study examines whether different forms of news media function to increase the gap in political
knowledge between socioeconomic classes in East Asia. We find that Internet use appears to significantly
decrease SES-based gaps in political knowledge in Japan and similar results was analyzed in Korea.

Knowledge Gap Hypothesis Socioeconomic Status Digital Divide Inequality
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