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Source study of 18th-century manuscripts of choreographies
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Many choreographic sources written in the Feuillet notation system remain existent
today. This study focused on sources that are available only in the form of manuscripts and attempted to
develop a method of source study for them. The primary items studied were manuscripts preserved in the Nat

ional Library of France.

The research revealed that it is possible to make meaningful comparisons between sources that contain the

same choreography and accompanying melodies. These comparisons yield information on the history of the sou
rce tradition and stylistic changes in dance. For example, the method developed here was applied to source
s of French courantes, revealing the process of stylistic change. In addition, the comparative study of ma
nuscript sources provides evidence for the possibility that some sources were written from memory.
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