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Linguistic research on the areal characteristics of the languages spoken in the
related-multiethnic society in western Sichuan, China

Shirai, Satoko
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South-western China is a multiethnic area. We can find a variety of languages
and cultures especially in the western Sichuan area, where at least 12 languages with no writing
tradition, small number of speakers and few preceding studies are spoken.

I made fieldwork there in order to bring out the details of these languages. Especially 1 conducted a
detailed research on the nDrapa language and the rGyaIron? language.

Moreover, | compared the information collected in my fieldwork with documents of neighboring languages
to analyze the distribution of linguistic characteristics. In the result, | made clear the areal
distribution and the process of the formation of characteristic phenomena, such as the point-of-view
system and deverbalization through reduplication.
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