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Corpus-based Research on Discourse-Organizing Function of Japanese Basic Loanwords
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The aim of this research is to clarify the factors on "inclusion of abstract loanw
ords into the basic words" through historical and quantitative investigations from the viewpoint of text |
inguistics. First of all, a diachronic corpus of the Japanese newspaper texts in the second half of the 20
th century have been constructed. Secondly, by using the corpus, a database of abstract loanwords and thos
e synonyms have been created. Thirdly, several investigations by means of the database have been carried o
ut. Finally, it was clarified that acquisition and expansion of discourse-organizing function of loanwords

have caused "inclusion of abstract loanwords into the basic words.
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50 3(3.78) 3(3.78) 3
60 16(7.25) 10(4.53) 10
70 38(11.94) 27(8.48) 18
80 45(13.98) 24(7.46) 12
91 21(6.43) 15(4.59) 7
00 50(12.52) 24(6.01) 8
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