(®)
2011 2013

Within-item traits and between-item traits of photograph-format listening questions:
With reference to the listening ability of students at Colleges of Technology
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The purpose of the present study was to investigate the within-item and betwee-ite
m traits of photograph-format listening questions with reference to listening ability. Participants were t
hird- and fourth-year students at National Colleges of Technology, most of whom fell within Levels C and D
on the TOEIC Proficiency Scale.
The results of the study illustrated that their proportion of correct answers correlated with the number o
f words in each question. Lower grade students (TOEIC Listening Score: 110-230) especially had a tendency
to select distractors with more and easier words. In addition, slower listening speed could not enable th
em to enhance listening comprehension. On the other hand, the students with TOEIC Listening Scores of 235-
360 could enhance listening comprehension while listening at the slower speed.
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