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As many scholars have noted in recent years, society during the Edo Period
attached great importance to highly refined rituals. This was true for the Tokugawa Shogunate and its
various han domains, but the head temples of Buddhist sects also placed great weight on these rituals. By
receiving offerings from believers and granting them various items in return, the temples maintained
their religious authority. This study considers the activities of the Bingo Otatami-ko(Bingo Tatami Mat
Organization) as an example of this offering behavior. Throughout the Edo Period, the Bingo Otatami-ko
donated tatami mats, a specialty product of Bing Provinceémodern—day eastern Hiroshima Prefecture) for
use in restoring the buildings of Nishi Hongwan-ji, a Buddhist temple. The study clarifies the structure
that supported religious authority via the offering of tatami mats and furthermore reveals the existence
of internal disagreements and conflicts in local society brought about by this act of offering.
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