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The Civil Rights Movement has been considered to be lead only by Martin Luther Kin
g, Jr. or, if not, to be a movement “of Blacks, by Blacks, for Blacks." This study has paid attention to
those who actually made up the movement as rank and file activists. In fact, the movement didn"t start su
ddenly with the Montgomery bus boycott in 1955, which King lead and became a national leader of the Civil
Rights Movement, and end with the assassination of King in 1968. Most of the activists are not charismati
¢ and eloquent leaders or from large organizations: They were ordinary local high school students, housewi
ves, or college students from the North. This study revealed that the participation of liberal white yout
h, especially Jewish college students, contributed to acccomplish the movement.
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