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This study highlights the transformation of suburban space that occurred during Ja
pan®s rapid economic growth. This research will approach the topic from the gender perspective. In particu
lar, this inquiry will focus on local people who are actively involved in shaping their community. Suburba
n space was developed over forty years ago and currently is experiencing a decline due to aging and decrea
sing po?ulation. Concurrently, the way in which the cate%ory of gender is constructed is undergoing change
s as well. Namely, discourses related to the promotion of gender specific roles and endorsing the i1deal of

the nuclear family are losing their relevance.This study traces these processes of transformation by focu
sing on daily practices of local people that renegotiate gender roles. In addition, this research gives ca
reful consideration to both possibilities and potential problems brought about by the new trend of female
participation in shaping of the local communities.
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