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This study focuses on the audio data that was collected in several native
communities in Alaska between 1970s and 1980s, and discusses issues that are needed to deal with before
opening it to the pubic as well as its quality and characteristics. Based on the analysis of the data and
other ethnographic materials derived from field study, it becomes clear that the data is very important
and valuable as scientific data to study the historical dynamics of native performing arts in the area,
and that the data is important and valuable as cultural heritage for natives to claim their cultural
uniqueness to the mainstream society as well as to reconfirm the relationship with their ancestors. Also
the ethnographic data indicates that the relationship between people and performing arts cannot be
irreducible to the relationship between the author and the work because some people describe that
supernatural being creates their performing arts.
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