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WA OB T (330) : My critical investigation elucidates the contemporary significance of
Harvard Law Professor Roberto Unger’s Socio-legal Theory and its methodology and
institutional proposals : i.e. Legal Analysis as Institutional Imagination and Programmatic
Thought. It argues that Professor Unger’s approach and proposals are crucially important
to the contemporary Japanese legal education because our society’s pressing task is to
cultivate the creative genius of the ordinary citizens, public officers and legal experts. We
need new ideas, practices and institutions, and the law and legal thought would provide us
with those ideas, practices and institutions, if we properly understand and reconstruct
them as / into “legal analysis as institutional imagination.” My study also analyzes an
important legal debate on “collaboration of the public and the private” in Japan through
the perspective of legal analysis as institutional imagination, and thus, suggests that, as a
matter of fact, embryotic but truly creative legal knowledge always / already work on the
people’s real life.
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