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This study has explored how a party influence its members to take unified action w
hile meeting their individual electoral needs? Through an analysis of the Japanese Diet, this study argues
that parties attempt to achieve the reelection of their members and maintain party unity by manipulating
legislative committee assignments and deliberations. In particular, the study demonstrates that a party sh
apes committees in a different way according to policy areas over which committees have jurisdiction. A pa
rty tends to accept its members® requests for affiliation and allow their self-management in committees co
ncerned with particularistic benefits so that the% can deliver specific benefits to each electoral distric
t. In addition, a party tends to assign members who have average policy positions in the party to committe

es concerned with general benefits to make policies that satisfy many constituencies.
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