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Comparative study on the management of divided governments in parliamentary systems
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Configurations of political parties have an effect on frequencies of divided gover
nment in Germany and Japan. Under the Conservative®s dominance, the divided governments did not appear so
often. When the party systems became more fragmented, divided governments appeared more frequently. The le
gislation process under divided governments differed in Japan and Germany. In Germany, the opposition part
ies tend to vote for the government-sponsored bills under the divided governments than the unified governm
ents. On the contrary, Japanese opposition parties, exploiting their blockade power in the House of Counci
lors, incline to block passage of government-sponsored bills.
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