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This study empirically examines the roles and the structure of social networks
embedded in the local community (mahalla) in Uzbekistan, a post-Soviet country in Central Asia. Using a
detailed datasets of household networks/budgets derived from the author’ s fieldwork in a rural village,
first, we confirmed that all households in a rural village were intertwined in densely nested networks.
Then, it attempted to identify peer effects in social networks on local economic activities at the
household level. The empirical results of the spatial autoregressive models implied that social networks
were positively influencing rural households’ economic activities, such as migration decision or
increasing their wage earnings. Further, we showed that cash or goods that are privately received or
given at the household level are strongly affected by social distances related to kinship relationship
based on the dyadic regression analyses.
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