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The purpose of this study is to identify the factors that may impact on people’ s
quality of life and propose a new program to improve end of life quality. To achieve this purpose, we (a)
analyzed broad trends in medical policy and reviewed findings of previous studies, (b) developed a new
measure for health inequality and analyzed the inequality in health, (c) had some collaborative workshops
to deeply understand the quality of life for older people, and (da investigated the factors that may
affect quality of life. Due to rapid population aging in Japan, the government has to stem the rising
tide of healthcare cost. We proved that peoEIe’ s quality of life, which associated not only with their
own physical/mental conditions but also with environmental circumstances, would significantly affect

healthcare cost.
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