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Emergence and Development of the Sociology of Housing: History of Methods
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In this study, the early stages of the sociological approach to housing in the Uni
ted States during the 1940s were elucidated. The main focus was on the remarkable, but almost unknown, res
earch on planned communities conducted by R. K. Merton and his colleagues at the Bureau of Applied Social
Research, Columbia University.

Moreover, the cumulative development of the British sociological approach to housing that emerged during t
he 1970-80s was clarified. The two major issues were the politics of the distribution of scarce urban reso
urces and various forms of work constructing the home.

The results of this study showed that we could comprehend the evolution of the sociology of housing as a p
rocess generating several methodological approaches: social psychology, political economy, and ethnography
. The process might be seen as the redefinition of housing: from a laboratory of existing theories and res
earch methods to an objective with inherent significance.
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