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Family education through dialogue in Germany: Legal theory and empirical research
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In Germany, Corporal punishment is prohibited in the home. German Civil Code was a
mended in 2000: "Children have a right to be educated without violence. Corporal punishment, mental injuri
es and other degrading measures are impermissible.” "Parental authority® (Elerliche Gewalt) was replaced b
y "parental care® (Elterliche Sorge) in a reform law of 1979. Under this reform, parents are required to d
iscuss issues of parental care with the child, as far as it is indicated, and endeavor to come to an under
standing. However, a survey of parents showed awareness level of Civil Code reform still low.Most of paren
ts are more concerned with state laws and state regulations than federal law. The result requires further
elucidation of structure of "Family education through dialoge®™ focusing attention on state laws.
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