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This study investigated the implementation of primary school English language acti
vities after April 2011, when the activities became mandatory for grades 5 and 6. The study particularly e
xamined economic and social factors to explain differences in the implementation among municipalities.
While the policy had some effect in making English activities accessible to more students, there still re
main significant discrepancies on the quality of this provision. In an analysis focusing on teacher traini
ng, only a little more than half of the boards of education conducted any training. In fact, attitudes and
opinion of the local municipalities towards the activities were detected as statistically significant fac
tors in determining whether teacher training was provided. Moreover, from a comparative analysis of the po
licy before and after April 2011, it can be inferred that finance is an increasingly important considerati
on for municipalities to meet the cost of this English policy initiative.
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