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Lipid rafts are plasma membrane lipid domains enriched in sphingolipids and cholesterol.
The size, composition and function of lipid rafts are matters of debate partially because
of the lack of an appropriate probe to visualize them 7n situ. We identified a novel,
non—toxic mushroom protein that specifically binds a complex of sphingomyelin (SM), a
major sphingolipid in mammalian cells, and cholesterol. The purified protein, termed

Nakanori, labeled cell surface domains in SM and cholesterol-dependent manner.
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