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WA S OMEEL (J3L) : We found that maternal deprivation in the middle of a stress
hyporesponsive period (SHRP) increased a type of anxiety-related behaviour and decreased
social behaviour inmale rats. Since numerous studies have provided evidence that maternal
deprivation in the middle of a SHRP causes multiple behavioural and physiological
abnormalities that mimic positive symptoms of schizophrenia in humans, an interpretation
of our results and previous studies in the context of the neurodevelopmental hypothesis
of schizophrenia suggests that maternal deprivation in the middle of the SHRP in rats
models some positive and negative aspects of schizophrenia. To investigate the
neurochemical characteristics of rats that experience maternal deprivation in the middle
of the SHRP in the context of a possible animal model of the symptoms of schizophrenia,
we examined calcineurin expression in the hippocampus of maternally deprived rats and
found the decreased calcineurin expression in the maternally deprived male rats.
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