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HTiEER (EX) Protective Roles of Epithelial Cells in the Survival of Adult
T-Cell Leukemia Cells
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TR OBEEE (330) : Adult T-cell leukemia (ATL) is a highly invasive and intractable
T-cell malignancy caused by HTLV-1 infection. We demonstrate here that normal
tissue-derived epithelial cells (NECs) exert protective effects on the survival of leukemic
cells, which may partially account for high resistance to anti-leukemic therapies in ATL
patients. A propensity of leukemia cells to infiltrate into epithelial tissues might produce at
least two pathologic outcomes in ATL patients: the survival of leukemia cells through
acquisition of cancer stem cell-like phenotypes and the evasion of the host immune
response.
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