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Creation of a program for specific suicide prevention measures based on a large-scal
e study coordinated by experts in community medicine and administration officials
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Japan leads the world in the rate of suicides. Suicides in Japan rose sharply to
30,000 or more in 1998 and have yet to fall below that level. This study conducted (1) Comparison of Sui
cide Prevention Measures and Suicide Trends by Prefecture, (2) Detailed Survey on the Circumstances of Sui
cide, and (3) Study Overseas. These findings were compiled to facilitate (4) Formulation of Effective Sui
cide Prevention Measures. Once findings from (1) through (3) were compiled, (4) was considered. Suicide
prevention measures must be formulated with a specific focus on Mental Disorders, Worries about Unemployme
nt or Debt, Suffering from Illness while taking age groups of potential suicide victims into account. In
addition, preventive measures must be studied from an overall perspective and from the viewpoints of the m
edical establishment, administrative bodies, and policymakers.
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