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Analysis of normal and inflamed intestinal mucosa of mice revealed that mRNA of
Notch ligands, DLL1, DLL4 and JAGI, is expressed within those tissues. Further
analysis by immunohistochemistry showed that DLL1 and DLL4 are surely expressed
in intestinal epithelial cells. Targeted disruption of DLL1 and DLL4 in intestinal stem
cells clearly shifted the differentiation of intestinal epithelial cells towards secretory
lineage cells, which clearly demonstrated that DLL1 and DLL4 surely has an
indispensable functional role within the intestinal epithelium.
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