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Pemphigus is an autoimmune bullous disease caused by autoantibodies against
desmoglein (Dsg), an adhesion molecule between keratinocytes. In this study, we tried
to investigate autoantibodies against the precursor form of Dsg (preDsg) and the
pathogenicity-determining regions in pemphigus using phage display. As a main
achievement, we showed and analyzed anti-preDsg autoantibodies in healthy
individuals in an area in Tunisia, where pemphigus foliaceus is endemic. Our detection
may help to elucidate the development mechanism of pemphigus.
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