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The abnormality of B cell and BAFF associated with monocytes in patients with sarcoi
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The purpose of this study was to determine serum levels of B-cell-activating facto
r (BAFF) and its clinical association in patients with sarcoidosis.
Serum BAFF levels were significantly elevated in sarcoidosis patients when compared to healthy controls. T
he frequencies of skin and eye involvement were significantly higher in patients with elevated serum BAFF
than in those patients with normal levels. Serum BAFF levels were correlated with serum levels of ACE, lys
ozyme, and IFN-gamma. Immunostaining of anti-BAFF in the skin revealed BAFF expression by epithelioid cell
s of granuloma. In vitro, IFN-gamma induced membrane-bound BAFF expression on monocytes and secretion of s
oluble BAFF by isolated monocytes. In conclusion, serum BAFF levels can be used as a surrogate marker of d
isease activity in sarcoidosis patients. Increased BAFF may be related to the pathogenesis of sarcoidosis.
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Elevated serum BAFF leves in
patients with sarcoidosis. association
with disease activity.
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