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Inhibition of CD44 cleavage suppresses the chondrocyte de—differentiation
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MFIER R OBEE (L) : We demonstrated that simvastatin effectively inhibited the
IL-1/0SM induced CD44 cleavage. This inhibitory effect would mainly depend on the
suppressive cholesterol production, the major component of lipid raft. However, our current
results also suggest that the Ras and Rac/Rho pathway were included in the mechanism of

the suppressive CD44 cleavage. The interactional expression of membrane type MMPs
(MT-MMP, ADAM10 and 17) were included in this mechanism.
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