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WFZERC R OMEE (J30) : Tt remains unclear how aging affect food preferences. Thus, we
investigated the age—related changes in taste palatability, and neural mechanisms of
those changes. Behavioral studies using rats revealed that taste sensitivity was higher
in older age than younger rats. We also found that aging cause shift in palatability of
sweet, umami and bitter taste solutions. These behavioral changes were not due to
alteration in morphology of taste cells and the electrophysiological responses of taste
nerve. Therefore, it is suggested that age—related changes in taste sensitivity and
palatability are accounted for by development of central nervous system rather than
peripheral.
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