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The cardiac Na*/Ca*" exchanger is the predominant mechanism for the extrusion of Ca®* from beating
cardiomyocytes. To investigate the role of the Na*/Ca®* exchanger during progression of heart failure,
| generated pressure-overload-induced left ventricular hypertrophy and dysfunction. The Na'/Ca®*
exchanger activity decreased as the cardiac function failed, suggesting that a decrease in the extrusion of
cytoplasmic Ca®* may cause heart failure.
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