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WFFER S OB (3£32) « This research project investigated the reception of Paul Gauguin (1848-1903)
in France in terms of the collection of his works in art museums. It analyzed a variety of primary sources
such as summary minutes of museum council meetings and examined the role that art museums have
played in his reception, with a particular focus on its contemporary context in art history. After an
intensive investigation, most of the collection includes groups of his works which were acquired by gift
or bequest and further study on the historical process is therefore needed about few purchased works.
The museum is not only a mirror of the history, but also an instrument of historical change, in which
many elements are involved. This study demonstrated a significant relationship between the reception of
the artist and the history of the museum’s collections.
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