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WFZER R OME (3) : In this research, a simple metalanguage test was developed to
measure the metalinguistic knowledge of low proficiency English learners at Japanese
universities. The result showed that many of the 1,180 participants could not identify
simple parts of speech such as adverbs and articles. Significant correlations were found
between the results of the metalanguage test and the participants’ English proficiency test
scores, indicating that the lack of metalinguistic knowledge could be preventing low
proficiency English learners from improving their English.
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TOEIC Bridge® test VELC test (n = 86)

(n = 639)

Listening .52 Listening .65
Reading . 66 Reading .80
Total .64 Total .79

Note: p < .01 (2-tailed).
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