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Following cultural anthropology’ s exploration of a better world and
critique of the major political and economic forces that define our lives, this study has examined
what cultural anthropology can do in the field of social design. Collecting case studies on the
boundary areas between cultural anthropology and non-research activities, and interviewing
practitioners in several related fields, we held two panels on the boundary areas and collaboration
between non-academic practices and anthropology at the meetings of the Japanese Society of Cultural
Anthropology, which were published as a special issue in the research journal. This study is an
important contribution to the redefinition of what cultural anthropology can be, and more generally,

to the creative consideration and practice of collaborative relationships at the interface between
academia and society.
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