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An empirical research on the strategic communication of information in rural
areas in the post-COVID era
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Rural areas are rich in potential resources that attract people. Autumn
leaf viewing, which was the focus of this study, is one of the traditional recreational activities
that has been enjoyed throughout Japan since ancient times. In addition, considering the public
goods nature of autumn leaf viewing (non-excludability and non-rivalry) and the fact that these
resources are abundant in rural areas, there is great potential for expanding the scale of potential

traffic to rural areas as a means of regional revitalization (Contribution to Issues 1 and 2). As a
measure to attract potential traffic, this study noted the need to develop broadleaf trees,
waterside environments, accommodation facilities, etc. around famous places, as well as the need to
communication based on an understanding of the advantages of rural areas when considering tourism
promotion measures (Contribution to Issue 3).
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Panel A: distribution of value of the ephemerality of

autumn foliage among site by week
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Panel B: total value of the ephemerality of
autumn foliage by week
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specification 1 specification 2 specification 3 specification4  specification 5 specification 6

Light rainfall 0.0007%+* 0.0007*** 0.0007*** 0.0006*** 0.0006%** 0.0007%++
(0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001)
Heavy rainfall 0.0017%%* 0.0017*** 0.0016%** 0.0016*** 0.0017#** 0.0017%++
(0.0002) (0.0002) (0.0002) (0.0002) (0.0002) (0.0002)
Congestion 0.0002 0.0002 0.0002' 0.0003* 0.0002" 0.0003*
(0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001)
Congestion2 -0.0000" -0.0000" -0.0000* -0.0000* -0.0000* -0.0000*
(0.0000) (0.0000) (0.0000) (0.0000) (0.0000) (0.0000)
Deciduous forest -0.0006*** -0.0006** -0.0006%* -0.0006** -0.0007+* -0.0007**
(0.0002) (0.0002) (0.0002) (0.0002) (0.0002) (0.0002)
Waterfront length -0.0001** -0.0002%* -0.0001* -0.0001* -0.0001* -0.0001*
(0.0000) (0.0001) (0.0000) (0.0000) (0.0000) (0.0000)
Terrain ruggedness index 0.0003%+* 0.0003*** 0.0003%** 0.0004*** 0.0004*** 0.0004***
(0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001)
Shrine/temple dummy 0.0012%+* 0.0012%** 0.0012%++ 0.0012%** 0.0013%** 0.0012%++
(0.0003) (0.0003) (0.0003) (0.0003) (0.0003) (0.0003)
Park dummy 0.0002 0.0003 0.0003 0.0002 0.0002 0.0002
(0.0003) (0.0003) (0.0003) (0.0004) (0.0004) (0.0004)
Site density -0.0007* -0.0007* -0.0007* -0.0006* -0.0006" -0.0006*
(0.0003) (0.0003) (0.0003) (0.0003) (0.0003) (0.0003)
Cultural sites 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0001 0.0001 0.0000
(0.0001) (0.0002) (0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001)
Accommodation capacity -0.0001* -0.0003" -0.0002% -0.0002* -0.0002* -0.0001*
(0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001)
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