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Psycological, neural, physiological, and evolutional bases for sense of justice

Ohira, Hideki
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The rightness of allocations of reward and responsibility is called
“ distributive justice.” The present project examined what biological bases we have for our senses of
distributive justice, and how the senses of distributive justice work in real-society. For this aims, we
conducted 1) a neuroimaging study using functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) for human
participants using an economic game, 2) behavioral studies using marmosets as an animal model, and 3)
social psychological studies on relation between court sentencing and personality-morality of a suspect.
The present project clarified 1) the dorsolateral prefrontal cortex and anterior insula are deeply
involved in judgements for distributive justice and decision-making base on senses of distributive
justice, 2) even marmosets showed rejection for inequity, suggesting evolutional bases of justice, and 3)
intuitional processes for the personality-morality of the suspect played important roles for sentencing.
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