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This 5-years project have revealed previously unrecognized, high-level of
evolutionary diversity in Asian archaic Homo, through morphological analyses of a number of newly
discovered fossil specimens from three peripheral regions of Asia: Java (Indonesia), Flores
(Indonesia), and Taiwan. During the Pleistocene sea-level fluctuations, Taiwan/Java had repeated
connection and disconnection from the Asian continent, whereas Flores had been an isolated island
throughout. Such contrasting geographic settings may have been at least one of the causes that
affected the evolutionary diversity observed here. The results were published in Nature, Nature
Communications, and other academic journals.
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