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Archaeological studies on early sedentary settlements in southwest Asia

MIYAKE, Yutaka
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New evidence from Hasankeyf Hoyuk in southeast Anatolia, which was mostly
occupied during the later tenth millennium cal. BC, indicates that rather complex societies may have
been built without relying on cereal exploitation. All the plant and animal remains recovered from
the site are morphologically wild, and wild progenitors of cereals are virtually absent. The thick
cultural deposits, solidly built architecture, possible storage facilities, numerous human burials
and heavy duty tools suggest that the site was occupied by sedentary hunter-gatherers. The presence

of communal buildings, complex mortuary rituals, elaborate craftsmanship, long-distance trade
networks and lively symbolic behaviour indicate that the sedentary hunter-gatherers of the upper
Tigris developed rather complex societies during the Early Holocene that compare well with those of
the PPNA in the Levant.
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