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The years between the 1920s and the 1960s saw a transformation of chemistry in
several aspects. These included the development of biochemistry, polymer chemistry, quantum chemistry,
and computational chemistry, as well as the instrumental revolution. Chemistry was greatly influenced by
World War 11 and the Cold War. These years also saw developments in Japanese chemistry. In addition to
historical studies on three important fields of chemistry, namely organic chemistry, inorganic and
geochemistry and polymer chemistry in Japan by the members of this project, the international workshop
“ Transformation of Chemistry from the 1920s to the 1960s” was held to stimulate a discussion of the
transformation of chemistry in Japan and/or in the world during the period with comparative perspectives.
In the workshop 22 papers was read by 9 Japanese and 13 historians from abroad with three keynote
lectures by prominent historians of chemistry from overseas.
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Kaji M., “Role of experts and public
participation in pollution control: the case of
itai-itai disease in Japan,” Ethics in Science
and Environmental Palitics, 12
(2012): 99-111.
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Yasu Furukawa, From Fuel Chemist to
Quantum Chemistry: Kenichi Fukui and the
Rise of the Kyoto School, The International
Workshop on the History of Chemistry, 2015
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Yoshiyuki Kikuchi, San-ichiro Mizushima
and the Reconfiguration of the International
Relations of Japanese Chemistry, The
International Workshop on the History of
Chemistry, 2015 3 3

Masanori Wada, The Two International
Congresses Held in Tokyo in the 1920s: The
Rise of the First Generation of Japanese
Scientists, The International Workshop on the
History of Chemistry, 2015 3 3
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His Research School of Natural Products
Chemistry in the First Half of the 20" Century,
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