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Ethnography of the stricken areas: Anthropological study on victims of the Great
East Japan Tsunami and their communities
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In this study, in order to clarify how people®s life rebuilding and regional
reconstruction proceeds in the afflicted area of the Tsunami of the Great East Japan Earthquake, we
conducted a long-standing cultural anthropological survey at several research sites and recorded in
detail changes of the lifestyle accompanying the movements, changes in the social environment

surrounding the affected people, and the regeneration and transformation that occurred in their
communities. The process of rebuilding and reconstruction is not uniform and linear. Although it
develops diversely and complicatedly due to various factors such as degree of the suffering, the
influence of administrative measures, various conditions inherent in families and communities before
the disaster, how to engage with volunteers from outside, etc. but we was able to accumulate data
to describe the whole aspect of it in our ethnography.
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