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Cross-cultural investigation on gestures and sign languages as interaction
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This research revealed the organization of human interaction, by analyzing
gestures and sign languages in a microscopic way. It established the ground for multi-modal ethnography
by integrating the ideas of visual anthropology, communication theory, and ecological psychology in
cross-cultural perspective. Especially, the coordination between utterances and body motions were
analyzed in various socio-cultural contexts such as subsistence activity among the San African
hunter-gatherers or Canadian Inuit, Indian possession ritual and traditional dance, festival in a
Japanese local village, brewing of sake, deaf community, and mathematician argument. These investigations
illuminated how the collective memory was embodied beneath the participants’ practices. Furthermore,
comprehending as the expressive gestures the process through which the past incidents were narrated, we
proposed a new theoretical framework that would transcend the dichotomy of perception versus
representation.
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