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The purpose of this project is to explore the intellectual foundations of
American society --both contemporary and historical -- by incorporating the findings in the field of
American Studies with those in the fields of historz, politics, political thought, and international law.
The members, while pursuing their own projects in their respective disciplines, sought to undertake one
of the following research agenda: 1) analyzing the key concepts indispensable in understanding the
intellectual foundations of American Society, such as religion, conservatism, populism and racial
politics 2) analyzing the characteristics of the American approaches to academic disciplines, as
exemplified in political science, the theory of international politics, international law and diplomacy,
3) analyzing the interchange of ideas between the academics and public intellectuals in the United States
and in other parts of the world, for example in China, Japan and Europe.
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