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The main purposes of this research project are 1) to reveal the policy preference
of Japanese voters and candidates, and 2) to create a new political spectrum among voters. To achieve our
goals, we conducted focus group interviews, web-based surveys, and web-based experiments in 2012 general
election and 2013 House of Councilors election. The analysis provides the following results. Firstly,
Today’ s Japanese voters are classified into 5 groups. Voters who belong the largest group (about 27% of
Japanese voters) prefer the restart of nuclear power stations, Japan’ s participation in TPP, and
expanding public works. Secondly, ldeologies such as “ Liberals-Conservatives” or “ Big government-Small
government” have relatively few effect on the classification of voters.
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