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This study tried to investigate the ways in which globalization, especially
deepening free trade, evoke various domestic responses and form domestic trade politics, using the case
study method in combination with the quantitative analysis. We adopted two comparative case studies: We
compare trade politics in Japan with South Korea, where free trade agreements have thrived, while we
analyze how the politics of TPP played out at the national as well as the local politics levels. Based on
the findings of the case study, we designed and conducted the internet survey experiments as well as the
candidate surveys for the 2012 and 2014 Lower House Elections. We found expected employment concerns and
consumer®s benefit of the TPP played an important role in forming people®s attitudes toward it. In
addition, national security concerns framed within the real political discourse influence people®s way of
evaluating the TPP.
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