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In general international relations theory in Japan is considered to be dependent
on theories imported from overseas and to lack originality. This study reconsiders the way important
theories were imported in the past, identifying originality in areas such as agenda setting and
analytical tendencies, recurring like “ basso ostinato (Masao Maruyama) " .

In Japan, against _the backdrop of previous historical and area studies, there is a deep-seated tendency
to assign greater importance to duality of implication and complexity in phenomena than to the
simplification and systematization that accompanies theoretical research. In addition, interest in
pursuing leads to peaceful change stands out when looking at new phenomena and analytical methods.
Furthermore, in Japan numerous examples are apparent of adding new analytical dimensions to concerns
related to existing subjects such as international norms and social movements through stimulation by
theory from overseas.
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